
MACCCA
Meeting Notes


Tuesday, June 11, 2019
Members Present: Chairman Mike Yates, Commissioner Kyra Stephenson-Valley, Commissioner Pamela McKee, Commissioner Chris Toussaint, Commissioner Abby Charles 
Commissioner Renee Johnson (by phone), Commissioner Earl Rodriguez (by phone) 
Staff: Jasmine Wadsworth, MOCA 
Guest:Shurland Oliver, Resident
Welcome, Introduction and group agreements:

Meeting called to order: 6:55 PM and Chairman Yates called for agreement to Agenda items and asked for additions.  Ms. McKee asked that Volunteers be added to Agenda.   
Business Items: Reception logistics, program, run of program, invitation, entertainment, awardees and plaques, and volunteers:
The Commission discussed the CAHM reception logistics. There will be no printed flyers, but an electronic invite will be sent out via Eventbrite. Reminder invitations will be sent out on June 12th, 14th and the 17th.  

The Mayors time will be 5:30PM to 6:15PM, and Wadsworth will follow-up on printed program to pass out for the event. Shurland will design the program to include honoree pictures, the Mayors proclamation, and MACCCA email. 

The Mayors scheduling team will send an official invite to the councilmembers. Commissioner Charles will send a draft invitation letter for embassy to Commissioner Stephenson-Valley and Commissioner Johnson for outreach. 

The Commission of Arts and Humanities (CAH) will secure talent for the reception, in addition to managing the talent budget. The confirmed and pending performances are as follows:

Confirmed Performances 
(1) Soka Tribe
(2) Image Band
Pending performances: 
(3) Elizabeth Acevedo, Poet 
(4) DC Casineros
(5) Event host  
Karl Racine is not available to attend the reception. He will send a representative to accept award on his behalf. 
The Mayor’s Office of Community Affairs (MOCA) will order plaques for the three awardees. Commissioner Charles will send draft award language to Wadsworth by 6/12.

Commissioner Mckee confirmed there were 16 volunteers and will follow up with the volunteers to confirm their availability. Volunteers will be asked to arrive at the John A. Wilson Building at 4:30pm to be assigned roles. 

MOCA will provide refreshments, and Lamont Akins, Director of MOCA will identify a CBE.
The reception will be at the John A. Wilson building, which will accommodate up to 250 guests. The Commission has requested the event to be streamed live. The Commission also noted that they do not have a step and repeat. 
Commissioner Toussaint moved to have the Roundtable added to the agenda but it was not discussed during the meeting.  
MOCA reached out to vendor on 6/11 regarding the Georgia Avenue Banners Chairman Yates will follow up with Syreeta to get an estimated date that the banners would be hung on poles along Georgia Avenue
Commissioner Toussaint moved to have the roundtable added to the agenda, roundtable was not discussed.

Next Meeting:

The next meeting will include debrief of the event, the advocacy day, budget items, and bylaws and general onboarding of new Commissioners. Commissioners discussed having the next meeting at 6:30pm on June 26th or June 27th, 2019. 
Commission Compliance:
Per the by-laws the Commission needs a secretary and a Vice-Chair; Chairmen Yates notified the Commission that the Mayor will choose the Vice-Chair. He further noted that Steve Walker of the Mayor’s office of Talents and Appointments (MOTA) is overseeing the search for the Vice-Chair. Shurland Oliver inquired about the requirements for the Vice chair. Commissioners voiced their concern about not being included in leadership decisions for the Commission. 

Commissioner Mckey and Mr. Oliver requested an internal process through which names are submitted for consideration and then voted upon for commissioner recommendation to the Mayor.
Commissioner Rodrigues is concerned by the apparent lack of respect and acknowledgment for commissioner time and commitment. He expressed that the commission should have a vote on leadership of the commission, and should be fully consulted. 

Commissioner McKee expressed concern about the Commission not working within MACCCA’s bylaws with regards to leadership and appointments. 

Commissioner Stephenson-Valley asked a clarifying question on the budget process, meeting process, and expectations of leadership.  

Commissioner Charles mentioned there was a difference between agreement and expectation, and the importance of going through the full requirement roles. Commissioner Rodrigues, McKee and Stephenson-Valley are in agreement on this point.

The commission decided to have a formal board meeting post event. Ms. Wadsworth agreed to explore having a representative from Grants and Partnerships participate in the meeting.

Other issues:

New Commissioners still do not have a functional dc.gov emails, Commissioner Charles will forward OCTO hotline number to the Commissioners to get assistance with their email access.  New Commissioners requested business cards, and there was a consensus that a post-event debrief meeting should be scheduled for June 16 or 27. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 7:52PM


